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At a Glance

Welc ome back to school!
| hope you all had a good and restful mid -
term break! Some of the students told me that
they travel ed to different places like China,
South Korea and Thailand during the break
There were also a number of students going to
Japan . They found that the place was full of
Halloween decorations 0 brightly colored
pumpkins, creepy -looking witches and
spooky skeletons. Children dressed up in
costumes and went trick -or-treating
every where. People have lots of fun during
Halloween every ye ar; however, have you
ever wondered why people celebrate
Halloween ?

Several thousand years ago, people show ed
gratitude to the God of Harvest during a
festival called 6 Sa mh a pronéuncéd oOsow-
in¢). During that period, the spirits of the dead
could ret urn to life and mingle amongst the
living .

To avoid any potential contact with the spirits,
people put on masks, animal skins and

frightening disguises to make them look as
scary as possible. People started wearing

costumes on Halloween since then.

It is hoped that you now understand
Halloween is more than just costumes and
cand vy, it is a festival that has a rich history!

Teacher Phoebe
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In our module fFestivals around the Worldg our grade two students are
learning to appreciate how different cultures and traditions celebrate the
many special occasions happening throughout the world. They are also
taking more notice of the important dates marked in a calendar too; so
they can find out when a festival or holiday is happening in Hong Kong
and elsewhere.

Our grade two students have found out as well the English alphabet can
represent the festivals/special days around the world, from Aprils Fools to
Zanzibar Day.

With all this information on hand, our students will be creating their own
iestivals very soon. All the grade two English teachers are eagerly waiting
t0 kKnow more about the new festivals that may one day be on our
calendar.
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